62                          JOHN KNOX
Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women,    Two
women had stopped the spread of Protestantism
in the two countries in which Knox was most
intimately concerned, and had interfered with
the success of his plans :  Mary of Guise in Scot-
land, and Mary Tudor in England.   Because of
Mary of Guise he was unable to set foot in his
native land ; because of Mary Tudor he had been
compelled to flee from England and cease his
ministrations to the faithful flocks who panted to
hear him preach the Word of God.   Knox never
forgave either of them, and in his First Blast he
excelled himself in vituperation of women rulers.
God, he affirmed - and supported his argument
by scriptural references which are not always
apposite-had not intended women to rule.    It
was contrary to nature that they should be raised
to  positions   of authority,   and   all   experience
proved that women were incapable and inefficient.
That country which permitted them to exercise
governmental functions was doomed, and catas-
trophes could not fail to descend upon it.    But
Knox did not stop there.   He proclaimed that if
" a noble heart " should arise to suppress this
" monstrous   empire   of Women,"   those   who
attempted to defend the female rulers would be
opposing God's will, and would certainly incur
the divine wrath.
On the Continent, where the Salic law governed
the succession, the theory that women should not